
Town of Scituate, 
Rhode Island

Community Comprehensive 
Plan Update

Background

The focus for future economic development in Scituate must be

centered around striking a balance between maintaining its position as

one of the stewards of the State’s most vital water supply, while

exploring and implementing ways to diversify the tax base and reduce

the financial burden on residential properties in Town. Fostering

appropriate economic opportunities will lead to growth of the Town’s

tax base and labor force and will improve the overall quality of life in

Town. There is a delicate balance to be achieved in doing so, as Scituate

is home to a wealth of highly important natural resources for the Town

and the State as a whole.

Policies

1. Reduce the financial tax burden on residential development by

expanding the Town’s tax base.

2. Encourage small scale and home-based businesses in appropriate

areas with reasonable safeguards.

3. Support local tourism efforts that highlight the rural character and

abundant natural resources of the Town.

4. Promote and encourage agriculture as a way to preserve existing

farms and support the development of new farms.

5. Support and encourage partnerships with local organizations and

businesses to enhance and promote the attractiveness of

commercial districts for employers, workforce, and visitors.

How to Get Involved!

Check out the Town Website! Scan the QR Code →
Attend Plan Commission Meetings every 3rd
Tuesday of the Month
Email Questions to Ashley Sweet @
sweet.ashley@wseinc.com

Goals

Encourage and support economic development that is keeping with the 
Town’s rural character while expanding and diversifying the Town’s tax 
base.

Work towards creating a business environment that holds commercial 
and industrial development to a high standard while providing for a 
streamlined regulatory process to establish and expand economic 
opportunities in the community.

Actions

Update the Land 
Development and 
Subdivision Regulations to 
clarify and streamline 
development plan review 
application procedures.

Update the Village Overlay 
District as needed to 
include   requirements to 
promote appropriate 
development at a scale and 
quality that compliments 
the existing fabric of the 
villages.

Update the Town’s Zoning 
Ordinance to reflect current 
land uses with reasonable 
allowances for commercial 
and industrial development 
in appropriate locations.

Support local landowners 
under the Federal Right to 
Farm Act and the State’s 
Farm, Forest, and Open 
Space Program.

Economic Development

Evaluate current Town 
ordinances for their 
impact on the Town’s 
economic development 
competitive advantage 
and propose amendments 
accordingly.

Work with the Scituate 
Business Association to 
support existing local 
businesses and provide 
incentives for new 
businesses to locate within 
the Town.

Amend the zoning 
ordinance to encourage 
home based businesses and 
streamline the permitting 
process to reduce barriers.

Figure 1. Town of 
Scituate (Rhode 
Island Monthly, 
2017)

http://www.scituateri.org/departments/building_o
fficial/town_of_scituate_comprehensive_plan.php

Declaimer: policies, goals, and actions are in draft form and subject to further review and approval by the Town of Scituate


